Sept. 10.]        A strange fa Pilous tradition.
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said, there was a wild beast in it, a sea horse, which came and devoured a man's daughter; upon which the man.lighted a great fire, and had ;i sow roasted at it, the smell of which attracted the monster. In the fire was put a spit. The man lay concealed behind a low wall of loose stones, and he had an avenue formed for the monster, with two rows of large fiat stones, which extended from the fire over the summit of the hill, till it reached the side of the loch. The monster came, and the man with the reel-hot spit destroyed it. Malcolm shewed me the little hiding-place, and the rows of stones. He did not laugh when he told this story. I recollect having seen in the Scots Magazine, several years ago, a poem upon a similar tale, perhaps the same, translated from the Erse, or Irish, called Albin and the Daughter of Mcy.
There is a large tract of land, possessed as a common, in Rasay. They have no regulations as to the number of cattle. Everyman puts upon it an many as he chooses. From Dun Can northward, till you reach the other end of the island, there is much good natural pasture unincumbcred by stones. We passed over a spot, which is appropriated for the exercising ground. In 1745, a hundred fighting men were reviewed here, as Malcolm told me, who was one of the officers that led them to the field'. They returned home all but about fourteen. What a princely thing is it to be able to furnish such a band ! Rasay has the true spirit of a chief. He is, without exaggeration, a father to his people.
There is plenty of lime-stone in the island, a great quarry of free-stone, and some natural woods, but none of an)' age, as they cut the trees for common country uses. The lakes, of which there arc many, are well stocked with trout. Malcolm catchcd one of four-and-twcnty pounds weight in the loch next to Dun Can, which, by the way, is certainly a Danish name, as most names of places in these islands arc.
1 'Not many years ago," writes Johnson, 'the late Laird led out one hundred men upon a military expedition.' Works, ix. 59. What the expedition was he is careful not to state.
Theular to talk of the lazy devotion of the Romish clergy; over the sleepy laziness of men that erected churches we may indulge our superiority with a new triumph, by comparing it with the fervid activity of those who suffer them to V.—13                                                                          TheNorth in very gross, yet too applicable, terms; and next day pleaded he had been drunk, recanted, and was all admiration and esteem for his Lordship's talents and virtues.'                   ' Sec ante, iii. 97, and/or/, Oct. 28.
